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President’s Message:
As his first President’s Newsletter Message, Roger has chosen to give us a detailed report of the society group research trip to Allen County Library in late October. 

Due to first page space limitations, this report can be found on page 2.   Those who have never been to Allen County or could not participate in this wonderful trip will no doubt be inspired to do so the next time we can arrange a group trip. Possibly next year!!!!
                   OFFICERS 2014-2015
     Presidents:          Roger Blocks                

     Vice President    Nancy Brewster
     Secretary            Nancy Bailey

     Treasurer            Bob Bailey  

      Past President   Mary Hitchcock & Charlene Roberts
      Historian           Irene Farkas

      Publicity           Maureen Brand  

      Sunshine           Pat Frank

      Newsletter          Charlene Roberts    
      Web Coord.        Les Anderson      
MEETINGS

The Three Lakes Genealogical Society meets the fourth Monday of each month from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the Demmer Library of Three Lakes, except for Nov. and December.  See Schedule. 

Dec. 8 - Christmas Luncheon Party

              11:15AM - :Lunch at Noon

Jan 26 – Tax Records and Genealogy
Feb. 23 – War – Military Records
March 23 – Religion and Records April 27, 2015:

April 27 – County Records 
May-Aug -TBA
Sept. 2015- Combined Genealogy Presentations with 

Northern  Waters Genealogy Group 

Update on Future Website:

With the cooperation of the Board, Les Anderson has been working on the revision of our Website and pefully by the first of next year 2015 it will be completed.   
 From the Editor's Desk         [image: image2.png]
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  A little late again this year but better than not at all. By the time this newsletter goes to press our Allen County researchers should be back from their trip with lots of enthusiasm and information to share with all the members. Unfortunately the timing was not right for me to join them, but I wish I could have .Our Spring/Summer interlude has whisked right by us and here we are sliding into winter with the promise of more snow than last year. Can that be possible? Well then we must make the best of it and hopefully utilize the quiet time to knock down our brick walls or at least try. 

Congratulations and thanks to our members who have agreed to be our new officers this year! & a big thank you to the members who provided articles. Charlene R.     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                         
MyHeritage Launches My Heritage Library Edition
                                       Posted by Diane Haddad Oct. 7, 2014 

Genealogy website MyHeritage has launched MyHeritage Library Edition, a version of the site libraries can subscribe to and make available free to their patrons. 

Library patrons will be able to access MyHeritage Library Edition from home over the internet, according to the press release. The service will give library patrons access to the indexed and digitized records, digitized photos and family trees on MyHeritage.com, as well as the trees on Geni.com. Those include birth, death and marriage records from 48 countries; US and UK censuses; immigration and military records; US public records; and more than 1.5 billion family tree profiles. Content MyHeritage licenses from Tributes.com, WikiTree, BillionGraves and CanadianHeadstones.com also will be available.

As of this date, our Demmer Library has not received information on how this may be utilized or subscribed to.   Possibly this is still work in progress by My Heritage . 
Trip to Ft Wayne, Allen County Library, Oct. 20 – 24th

Overwhelming: enter ‘The Genealogy Center” and almost like a kids first visit to Disneyland.  That’s how one feels when looking at acres of genealogy.   We took a table in an area surrounded by a sea of ‘one name studies’.  These were books written by and for family history.   

Donna and Debbie came together and lodged out at the NW edge of Ft Wayne near Lima Rd and Interstate 69.   Much recent expansion of the city, shopping and restaurant trade took place within a mile or two of their choice.  The library was a straight shot down Lima and no more than a ten-minute drive during rush hour.

Marge and Jim trailer camped in Johnny Appleseed Park near the old Erie – Wabash Canal and big sports venue area NE of the city.   They were amidst the Commerce Blvd retail and near the Indiana Univ.-Purdue Univ. Ft Wayne Campus an excellent area to support the traveler.  They too had a straight shot down to the library.  Again, research was about ten minutes away.  

Marjorie Anne and I (otherwise known as Marge #2 on this trip) arrived early and stayed with daughter Barbara and her husband Jim and children Anna and James to take in family music and sport activity.   My wife then headed home to practice with Woodland Strings.  

Left alone, unsupervised and later maligned I bought an old used truck.   Like myself, it had little rust, started the day with a growl, ran reasonably when warmed up and appears generally well kept.  While I used Old Spice, the dealer sprayed new car smell in the vehicle. The truck and myself are both nearing genealogical mention but we both smell acceptably decent.  Libraries are warm and decent odor helps.

Allen County Library offers one place where you can forage for family gene fodder from several angles.  We sat at the Research Tables in the room of bound Family Histories.  There we had power for our laptops, comfortable chairs, excellent lighting and an ability to converse when necessary.

Nearby, were electronic card catalogues that allowed a search for your Surname within the printed Family Histories.  Cool!  For example: my wife is an Eaton.  There were at least a half dozen bound volumes of Eaton Family genealogy.  Further, the Eaton name appeared within scores of other family histories in this library. 

You can do much the same from home: by typing www.genealogycenter.org/    

Drop down to the section on Family History Archive and select Family History Books from the choices highlighted.   This takes you to a page of the major genealogical libraries in the world.  You can look in one, more or all places for the family of choice.  Internet Archive, another choice offers microfilm and other various media on a silver platter.  WeRelate.org is a Wiki approach to family search with millions of names.  FamilySearch.org takes you right into the Latter Day Saints (and their IGI is the most respected of data).    LinkPendium.com attempts to link families to a place and one another: hence it is a state, county approach.   

Thus, these Family History or ‘one name study’ form of documentation offer an exploitable path for those who are looking for a link to plowed fields.  When found it becomes a ‘research hour timesaver’; but often, as it was for me this trip a half day adventure that didn’t trip up worthy additional information.  I will however be back.

The library offers ‘city directories’ from the US and Canada and local yearbooks from cities and counties (Indiana).  Thus, you can verify persons, places and things when you need to verify a current time starting point.   I have no recent experience.

Allen County Genealogy Center also has a vast library of Military, State and Country records.  It was in this area I concentrated (Wales) and was finally rewarded ending a forty year search for an accessible copy of “The Hundred of Usk”.   I’ve found three copies over the years and the price tag was in the hundreds or low thousands.  Here, with the help of their librarian, my quest (in Gwent) was achieved.  I was elated.

                                      Reported by Roger G Blocks
Pictures from the trip---
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Debby filled the carts with books
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Donna buries the table with references: 

Note empty cart >>>>                            
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Marge makes quiet headway while we struggle on..

From our Members:

By Irene Farkas                             
I recently read an article in one of my monthly subscriptions, THE POLISH AMERICAN JOURNAL written by Stephen M. Szabados, a genealogist who writes a monthly column in this paper.  Dated: June 2014 “Should I join a genealogy society?” Szabados suggests…  YES. 

There are four classifications of societies: Local, State, National and Ethnic, so why join?  Join to get involved and expand your skills.

My personal experience: I joined a local group because I wanted to be around folks who enjoyed doing the same things I did.  They are very knowledgeable and got me off to a pretty good start.  But soon the well ran dry.  My constant persistence brought shrugged shoulders and a simple :you just have to keep digging”.  I did that, I kept going around in the same circle with no results.  I needed to move on.  

I joined the state society and attended workshops which opened a new door to speakers, topics and books specific to my personal heritage.  At one of our summer meetings, a friend and I traveled to hear Mr. 

Szabados speak to a nearby group. My eyes were opened wider and again my research tools grew.  This led to my joining ethnic societies located in nearby larger cities.  

I have not tried anything on the National level.  That is for experts I feel.  However, since they are held in places all over this country it might become a travel destination.  Traveling for genealogy is fun too! 

 So --- YES – join several societies.

  You will know when you are ready and the time is right.                                                                 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

By Mary Hitchcock 
Tips for Finding Female Ancestors: 

                     From Family Tree University Aug. 4, 2014
Among the most important search strategies for tracing the females in your family line is by studying the woman's relationships and collateral family. This includes her husband, relatives, friends, neighbors, associates and so on. Go back and identify their lives: in the family, in the workplace, in social reform and in the military. 

1. If you know about the woman's family (husband's name, children, parents, brothers, sisters, etc.) add them to your chart and research log. 

2. Follow the husband and male relatives. If you know the husband's name, list it (note that a woman may have been married more than once, so list all husbands). This way you can be sure to check all possible records for the husband(s). 

3. From the information you have, what do you know about the people in the woman's circle (relatives, friends, neighbors, acquaintances and how the woman is connected). Who are they? When did they live? Who did they know? What did they do? 

Note possible records you will want to search for in the woman's circle (e.g. censuses, cemetery records, immigration and naturalization, probates, newspapers, vital records, etc.). When you begin searching these records, you'll want to familiarize yourself with key terms and phrases you will see in documents that relate specifically to women.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

By Debby Selman

My interest in genealogy began about twenty five years ago. I was working with father trying to discover his ancestry beyond his great grandfather, Lewis Franklin West. I hit my first brick wall about a week after we began. Lewis West was born in 1807 in Indian Territory. That territory is now Indiana which became a state in 1814, seven years after Lewis was born.

I have the  Lewis' family bible which gives the state and date of birth, I have census records that give the state and date of birth and I have seen his tombstone. The next information I find is a marriage record. In 1828 he marries Nicinda Bozarth in Gallatin County, Illinois. He then marries Sarah Edwards in 1836, again in Gallatin County, Illinois. Lewis remains in Gallatin County until his death in 1869. He has thirteen children and becomes a large property owner. 

(As a side note, the farm he homesteaded is still the West Family Farm. It is owned by my cousins and farmed by my brother, Tom West)

I have been searching for Lewis for twenty-five years with no success, so I finally turned to Allen County Public Library for help. They did provide me with records I already had and the final conclusion was, “Records in Indiana in the territorial period are few and far between, making this search a challenging one.”
 I am now going to turn to DNA to see if I can find any answers there, if not, Lewis will remain my tallest brick wall.

by June McDuffie:  What Genealogy Can Accomplish 

About ten or more years ago I happened to read an article in Reader’s Digest, about the attempt of the people who lived, at least part of the year on Long Island in Casco Bay, off Portland, ME to divorce themselves from the city of Portland. The person interviewed for the article was a Christine McDuffie. The light bulbs in my head burned brightly. Soon after, on a trip to Maine to visit the relatives there, I called Christine saying we might be related, could we visit? Yes, they were second cousins to my husband and his first cousins.
 The family had thought they were not related. Now, three generations of Ron’s family had produced towboat captains and harbor pilots for Portland Harbor. Christine’s husband, Stephen, owned the Pine State Elevator Company. Yet the two families had never met, or thought they hadn’t. It turned out that Capt. Eddie had met Stephen but didn’t know his last name.

It was Christine who encouraged me to finish my McDuffie genealogy, which had been set aside when my husband, Ron, died after a five year illness. So on a trip to New England and Portland with my daughter, Becky, and her husband, in October, I arranged a dinner party at a local restaurant with two of Ron’s first cousin couples and Stephen and Christine McDuffie whom they had never met.   What followed was a   2 ½ hour time of fellowship and getting acquainted with each other. A wonderful time!  It also gave Becky an opportunity to get reacquainted with her cousins as an adult.

The next day, at the home of cousins Richard and Valerie Norton, Richard brought out his Norton genealogy to show me. It was set up just like my McDuffie genealogy. He has had it for many years, given to him by someone in his family who did the work. I found that he didn’t understand how it was done and how to follow the numbers. So I explained to him that every child born in a family was given a number if more was known about them. Then that number could be found in the list of the next generation as a parent etc. And that beside each parent was, in parenthesis, that parent’s lineage back to the first recorded ancestor. I recorded my findings and marked his line through the whole genealogy which went back to the 1700’s. 

So, my friends, please include in your genealogy, the system you are using so that those who receive it can understand how it works. Richard has had his genealogy in his hands for at least 20 years or more and didn’t understand it. What a pity. 

by R.G. Blocks - An Ethnicity Estimate: and reflection                  

DNA testing for ethnicity is evolving science.  Others in the Three Lakes Genealogical Society encouraged my participation: hence, like a good boy, I submitted a saliva sample for testing to Ancestry.  The test looks at both sides of my tree, both male and female and makes a comparison with 3,000 DNA samples from people in 26 global regions.  

Apparently, there are 700,000 characteristics in DNA that can be evaluated or compared; thus, ethnicity answers will be a statistical comparison.  Our data is evaluated by the standards embodied in Ancestry’s Version 2.0 test series.   They do not describe the rigor of the test nor the evolution made going from their particular Version 1.0.  We can only surmise that a Version 3.0 will be offered in the future and purported to excel all others.  Family DNA marketing provided my DNA composition and influences the evolution of DNA marketing.   

Results of my Version 2.0 testing arrived yesterday.  The samples were submitted roughly six weeks ago; hence timing is approximately as they describe.  Results are summarized by global region.

I have a very small bit of DNA from Africa.   Only North Africa has hits and those are less than 1%.  That is to say my DNA does not have South African blood: no traces from Hunter – Gatherer lines.  Nor does it have DNA from the Ivory Coast or Ghana, South African Bantu, Cameroon or Congo regions people.  Benin, Togo, Mali, Nigeria and Senegal are also excluded. 

We cannot conclude the <1% North African part is from a long way back.  We don’t know timing.  Perhaps it is from among the earliest of my bloodlines.  However, it could be the result from some more recent generation’s travels.  It is what it is.  Hence, we start with a bit of DNA ethnicity that does not match any family story.  

It is herein affirmed that I am not Native American.  Nor, do I have DNA from Asia whether we look South, Central or East.  Hence, perhaps we find support for my not finding much joy at the Indian gaming casinos or being good at Chinese checkers.

Europe shows to be home to 98% of my DNA ancestry.  Scandinavia is the principle contributor to 41% of my ethnicity.  Great Britain is next with 33% contribution to my DNA.   Italy and Greece are factors with 8% of the total.   Thus, within Europe, 82% of my DNA traceable ethnicity comes from Scandinavia, Great Britain, Italy and Greece.  

The remaining 16% of European extraction is comprised: 4% from Eastern Europe, 4% from Ireland, 3% of Western Europe, 3% comes from the Iberian Peninsula and 2% from Finland and Northwest Russia.  Mutt like?

Surprising to me is there is no European Jewish connection via DNA whereas there are and have been multiple connections on social, technical and professional levels that suggested otherwise.  I was hired by the fortieth largest company on their belief that I was Jewish.  They soon found that I professed no such background.  Turns out, now fifty years later that my view is at least statistically correct.

Pacific Islands, including Melanesia and Polynesia are likewise ruled out.  There are apparently no grass skirts in my DNA.   I do like coconut frosting on German Chocolate cake: perhaps those were Irish coconuts?

West Asian shows to be less than 1% total ethnicity and that comes from the Caucasus.  The near East of West Asia was tested and shows 0% DNA.  

Absorb my statistical data and review their disclaimer that implies they don’t guarantee anything.  They show, statistically, they barely know what they are talking about and are simply thankful that you spent $99.   My wife says the analysis is near worthless: it doesn’t show genetic disease markers.  

DNA can be used to infer which genes are predisposed to cancer or heart disease.  Thus, one can buy 23andMe for about the same dollar as an Ancestry genealogy and learn about their propensity to contract any of some 250 different body problems. 

Thus tested, my wife might not be satisfied.  It does provide a view that may be too negative for further investment into the person as a worker, a student, an artist, a musician, etc.  I’m unsure I’d like the apparent, again statistically imperfect knowledge; but can see where it may well be forced upon the unwary under the guise of public health.   

Written by RG Blocks on January 17, 2014 having just received his genealogical ethnicity report.  It does cause one to wonder, wander and perhaps waver.   

HELPFUL ARTICLES: from Genealogy Insider
                    All posted by Diane Haddad
	Ancestry.com to Retire Five Genealogy Services
Genealogy Insider: June 5, 2014

Ancestry.com today announced that it will "retire" five of its services as of Sept. 5, 2014:

· MyFamily.com, the family website service 

· MyCanvas, the photo book publishing service 

· Genealogy.com (though the site will remain online with some content) 

· Mundia.com, the worldwide family tree site 

· Y-DNA and mitochondrial DNA testing 

Ancestry.com's executive vice president of product, Eric Shoup, said yesterday in a conference call with genealogy media that ending these services will allow Ancestry.com to focus on its core products and mission. 

Subscribers and active users of each service will receive an email with details on any refunds (if applicable) and how to retrieve their content, and each site will have retirement landing pages and FAQs for customers. Here's an overview of what will happen:

· MyFamily.com customers can export their group data using an Export Now button that appears on the site when you're logged in. Prorated refunds will be automatically issued to owners of active sites. 

· MyCanvas customers can complete projects through Sept. 4. After then, printing orders won't be accepted and saved projects will be deleted. Kinda makes me sad, because I created my wedding photo book here. You should be able to print a project for free at home by going to My Projects, clicking Preview for a project, then clicking the Print button (if you have trouble, try selecting pages to print a couple at a time). 

· Genealogy.com subscriptions and member accounts will end, but the site will remain online (it would be silly to give up a domain name like Genealogy.com) with the message boards and Family Tree Maker home pages in read-only format, as well as the most popular educational articles. 

· Mundia family trees also are on Ancestry.com, where you can search them for free (you must subscribe in order to contact tree owners, which is the case with all of Ancestry.com's member trees). Mundia tree owners can download their family trees in their native language before Sept. 5. 

· Y-DNA and mtDNA tests are no longer being sold on Ancestry.com (but the company will continue to sell its AncestryDNA autosomal tests, and autosomal DNA customers aren't affected). Customers who've taken Y-DNA or mitochondrial DNA tests can download their raw data by visiting the AncestryDNA website. Y-DNA and mtDNA customers' samples will be destroyed (it might become possible to upgrade samples to autosomal testing, such as for someone who is now deceased—stay tuned).


	Four Pointers to Preserve Your Family Heirlooms in a Disaster – Genealogy Insider Sept. 3, 2014
As a natural worrier, I do my share of worst-case-scenario thinking—natural disasters, economic ruin, environmental destruction, etc. Uplifting, I know. 

But the good thing about National Preparedness Month, which happens each September in the United States, is the abundance of information about how to minimize harm to your family and your stuff if one of those scary scenarios should happen.

When it comes to stuff, genealogists often prize heirlooms above all else. What would happen to your family treasures in a fire or a natural disaster? Prepare them for the worst with these four tips from Family Curator Denise Levenick
Inventory: Create an heirloom inventory with pictures of each item and information about it, including its location in your home. You can do this in a document to keep digitally (store the photo files along with the document) or on paper in a binder. However you do this, keep a copy of the inventory in an off-site location. 

· Prioritize: If you have several heirlooms, prioritize them in order of what to save in an emergency—say, if you had to evacuate your home or escape a fire.) Make a list of priority items and where they are. 
· Insure: Talk to your insurance agent, especially about valuable heirlooms. Would loss or damage be covered in a cases of fire, flood, tornado, earthquake, theft or accident? You may need to purchase additional coverage. 

· Plan: Make sure your wishes for heirlooms are known in case something happens to you. Put this information in your will or give it to a trusted friend or family member. Along with this, list login details for any family tree or photo storage accounts. 


Helpful Websites:

http://familytreemagazine.com/article/101-best-websites-2014
http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/more-great-genealogy-brick-wall-solutions-part1-page1.html#sthash.cvC9fMLp.dpuf
GENEALOGY HUMOR
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Only a genealogist would understand......... 

*Genealogy is not a hobby.....it's an obsession. 
*Give me your tired, your poor......they're genealogists! 
*I've been researching my family tree......apparently I don't exist! 
*I used to have a life.....then I started genealogy! 
*My family tree must have been used for fire wood. 
*Only a genealogist regards a step backwards as progress. 
*What do you mean my grandparents didn't have any children!?! 
*Who ever said "Seek and you shall find" was not a genealogist
You know you're addicted to genealogy if.... 

...You can recite every ancestor in your family tree, but you can't remember what to call your sister. 
...You would rather read census records than a good novel. 
...You introduce your daughter as your descendant. 
...You spend your free time wandering through old cemeteries instead of the mall. 
...For Christmas you ask for a microfilm reader. 
...You get cold sweats waiting for the mail to come, then get angry when nothing shows up. 
...You hyperventilate at the site of an old cemetery. 
...You are more interested about what happened in 1698 than 1998. 
...You remember every birth date of every ancestor in your family, but you forget your own. 
...You have traced everyone of your ancestral lines back to Adam and Eve, have it documented, but still don't want to quit!! 
...Your spouse asks you where you want to go on vacation this year and you say “Salt Lake City, Utah.” 

Note: If you enjoyed the above, use this link.
http://www.blueriver.net/~ckgooden/fun.html
DON’T FORGET MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR CHRISTMAS LUNCH DEC 8TH!!!!!!!!!!!!
REMINDER:  Dues payable in September 2014

If you have not already done so, be sure to stay current by sending your check to Bob Bailey  

   Tree  Leaves


P.O. Box 101, Three Lakes, WI 54562                                Volume 13, Fall 2014  


                             http://www.rootsweb.com/~witlgs/tlgs.index.htm
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